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while on each side of it were the green and yellow
colours of the House of Eomano. Then there was the
new token brought by Tito from the Emperor, which
tried the patience of the Papal Legate. (If Palma had
only known what Taurello was almost proposing to him-
self when the sight of her restored to his lips the half-
smile which three months of leadership in Monk Ecelin's
place had banished!) Afterwards, however, the Legate
found him the same as before, and never asked what
badge he had wound and unwound so carelessly during
their conversation.

The chief had been sitting silent since the departure    393-409.
of Palma and Sordello, whose brief interview with him v^ier.<;Taur'

ello sits

opportunely arrested thoughts that, had come unbidden alone,
but had not been ordered off; though, indeed, that was
the time for accepting or decidedly rejecting an idea, his
plan of action admitting of no delay. His wiles and
tricks were exhausted now: it was by them he had put
a fairly good face on what was for him a most costly
victory. Ferrara was saved from destruction, but that
was the best that could be said; and he could muster
only a few sound troops, which were drawn up with the
maimed soldiers carefully placed in the rear. All that
was plain enough, but only now did he note that it
meant he must either make terms acceptable to the
Guelfs or in some way strengthen his own Ghibellin
position.

Of what, then, as he met with this strange luck of 409-423.
receiving from Tito the Imperial rescript and badge,
rewarding his martial skill so well, was he thinking ? delio.
Was he wondering how they would either tempt Monk
Ecelin back to his old post, or put some colour of
enthusiasm for the cause into young Ecelin's pale face,
or, lastly, whether he would refrain from saying any-
thing about them and quietly become the head of the
Ghibellin interest himself ? No; it was not, for a time
at least, on such matters that he pondered. Sordello,
he was reflecting, was the least, as he himself was the